
 

 

For Immediate Release 

Thursday, July 31, 2025 

 

Time for Caribbean Heritage Month in Canada 
 

TORONTO, ON - Despite over 1 million Canadians of Caribbean descent, there is no Caribbean Heritage 

Month in Canada. The Indo-Caribbean Canadian Association (ICCA) has launched a Parliamentary 

petition at the House of Commons calling for the federal government to introduce and pass legislation to 

declare July as Caribbean Heritage Month in Canada. The petition was endorsed by Michael Coteau, 

Member of Parliament for Scarborough-Woburn.  

 

Canada’s Caribbean community could be traced back to its origins in the late 18th century. Migration has 

continued, and increased, ever since. The 2016 census reported that approximately 750,000 Canadians 

originate from the Caribbean. That number in 2025 is over 1 million.  

 

At times, our community’s growth in Canada has outpaced the growth of the national population. During 

the period between 1996 to 2001, Canada’s population increased by four percent, whereas our 

Caribbean community grew by 11 percent. The impact by our Caribbean community in Canada is 

extensive as it is immeasurable. From prominent individuals to cultural influences, and economic ties, 

and the largest Caribbean cultural event outside of the Caribbean.  

  

“Appropriate recognition of the Caribbean diaspora that has been in Canada for several centuries and 

contributes to the multicultural mosaic of the nation is long overdue,” said Ryan Singh, Chair, Indo-

Caribbean Canadian Association. He continued “The diversity of the Caribbean has furthered the 

diversity of Canada, Canada’s Caribbean deserves to be acknowledged for its lasting impact – we are 

here, and we should be seen, heard and recognized.” 

 

In October 2023, the first Canada-CARICOM Summit was hosted in Ottawa, Ontario. Under the Summit’s 

theme of “Strategic Partners for a Resilient Future”, the Prime Minister and CARICOM leaders advanced 

shared priorities, including building inclusive and sustainable economies, increasing trade and 

investment, and promoting multilateral collaboration. The Canada connection to the Caribbean is strong.  

 

ICCA welcomes the Government to introduce legislation in the House of Commons or Senate to declare 

July as Caribbean Heritage Month. They also encourage all Parliamentarians to support this initiative to 

ensure its swift passage through the legislative process.  
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For more information:  

Ryan Singh, Chair, Indo-Caribbean Canadian Association  

416-779-1152 or ryansingh@indocaribcdn.com 

https://www.ourcommons.ca/petitions/en/Petition/Details?Petition=e-6648
https://www.ourcommons.ca/petitions/en/Petition/Details?Petition=e-6648

